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Submission: St Leonards Crows Nest 2036 Draft Plan - Special Infrastructure Contribution 

I object to the introduction of the Special Infrastructure Contribution (SIC) for the following reasons: 

 The proposed SIC does not identify exactly what the “priority infrastructure” will be.  

 The proposal does not guarantee that money collected will be used for its intended purpose, 

or where it will be spent. 

 Spending on infrastructure should come BEFORE development is approved, not after. 

 The planning package for St Leonards Crows Nest is based on a 100% increase in population 

from 13,250 in 2016 to 26,400 in 2036. How can this be sensible or practical and why do we 

need such an increase? 

 This is well above increases in the Greater Sydney population of 36%, and substantially 

above increases in the North District plans of 22%. 

 The number of apartments already approved by the Lane Cove Council or Independent 

Panels will significantly reduce the number of apartments that will contribute to the SIC over 

20 years.  

 The St Leonards South plan proposes 138 dwellings be replaced with 2400. How are these 

numbers incorporated in the SIC calculations? Do they assume it is going ahead when it has 

not approved and is supposedly subject to further examination?  

 The whole 2036 plan seems to be miscalculated on assumptions of an unsustainable and 

undesirable population explosion. 

 Major infrastructure improvements should be made in advance of developments proceeding 

and local councils are far better placed to determine local priorities and needs and to 

coordinate them than State Government.  

 Any contributions similar to a SIC should be collected by councils and used for the local 

community. The perception is that a SIC collected by the State Government simply 

disappears into the general funds and is never properly accounted to the local people, as it is 

with local councils administering. 

 State Government should fund basic infrastructure from the money it already gets in the 

form of taxes like Stamp Duties and Commonwealth contributions. 

 The SIC  will not help provide affordable housing.  

 It will not promote the best in new building design, but rather encourage developers to look 

for loopholes. 

 The proposal seems to result in more central control by removing the ability of local 

government to perform its proper role. 

Thank you. 

Name withheld on request 


